
Nasir was a deadly Saracen assassin who 

was captured in Palestine and brought back 

to England as a slave and henchman to the 

Sheriff of Nottingham. Nasir and Robin had 

fought on opposite sides in the Crusades, but 

Nasir had great respect for Robin as a loyal 

subject and brave fighter.  When he realised 

that the Sheriff was Robin’s arch-enemy, 

Nasir escaped and joined the merry men in 

the greenwood. 

Nasir taught them how to fight with 

different weapons. He was a man of very few 

words which meant that the other men did 

not trust him, but Robin did after Nasir 

vowed to protect him from the evil Sheriff. 

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for 

Nasir, the Saracen – who was he in your 

legend? 



Alan a Dale was a minstrel and 

dreamer who provided musical 

entertainment for the outlaw feasts, 

telling tales of the crusades and good 

King Richard.  

Alan also told, or sang, greatly 

exaggerated tales of Robin's brave 

deeds, spreading the bold outlaw's 

fame throughout the land. Alan joined 

the merry men after Robin rescued his 

true love from a marriage to an old 

knight. 

This is only one version – there are 

many more.  Think of your own ‘back-

story’ for Alan a Dale, the minstrel – 

who was he in your legend? 



Will Scarlet was the best dressed of all 

the merry men, and took a lot of care 

about his appearance, giving the outward 

impression of being simple minded and 

shallow. When rich travellers were 

robbed, Will always made sure he got his 

share of their fine silk clothes and 

jewellery.  

However, Will Scarlet had hidden 

depths and was one of Robin’s most 

trusted companions. He was wise and 

cautious, and Robin relied on his valuable 

advice in many situations. 

He was also a skilled swordsman and 

archer. 

This is only one version – there are 

many more.  Think of your own ‘back-

story’ for Alan a Dale, the minstrel – who 

was he in your legend? 



The Sheriff of Nottingham was the most 

evil character in all the Robin Hood stories. 

He was scheming, manipulative and cruel 

and became obsessed with ridding 

Sherwood Forest of Robin Hood and his 

men. He was demanding and sarcastic with 

his own men and forced them to carry out 

his terrible orders by threatening and 

bullying them. 

However, he was also a coward who could 

not fight and dared not enter the forest 

alone. He was actually terrified of Robin 

Hood, not least because he could never 

capture him whatever plots he came up 

with, which made him look and feel stupid. 

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for 

the evil Sheriff – who was he in your 

legend? 



Sir Guy of Gisbourne was the henchman of 

the Sheriff of Nottingham and nemesis of Robin 

Hood.  

Sir Guy was also in love with Maid Marian, 

which made him even more determined to get 

rid of Robin Hood so he could have Marian for 

himself. 

However, as time went on, Sir Guy began to 

realise just how evil the Sheriff was and he 

started to question his actions when he killed 

three children for accidentally killing a deer.  

Sir Guy was killed by the Sheriff himself for 

protecting Marian. As he lay dying, Robin took 

care of him and they were reconciled when 

Guy repented for what he had done.  

This is only one version – there are many 

more.  Think of your own ‘back-story’ for Sir 

Guy of Gisbourne – who was he in your legend? 


